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Teachers at Metcalfe
Central public sehool south-
west of Strathroy may be in
-almost .empty classrooms

today if a one-day parents”
sul

' _-pmtest S
Parenits plan to keep their
children out of school today to
protest a decision last week by
the Thames Valley District
school board to close the
school by September 2010, said
: Rob Langford, father of tHree
kids who attend the school.

" “We don't. know how many
parents will support the
protest, but we think a strong
majority will,” said Langford,
who sat on the board’s accom-
modation review committee
that reviewed the fate of five
local schools.

“There’s been a lot of phone
calls in the school community

about this and we think most
parents will want to send a
message to the board.” .. - .
Langford expressed frustra-
tion with the outcome of the
review, which involved two
representatives of each school,
municipal representatives and
local trustee Sarah Doub, who
served as chair on,
The board looked at closing
Metcalfe and Caradoc South
schodl in Melbourne when the
review committee was struck

in 2007. It voted 9-4 last week-

to close them.
“All of our recommenda-

tions were glazed over,” said -

Langford. “We met about 10
times over the course of the
past year and the outcome was
what the board wanted from
the beginning. It’s very frus-
trating to be disregarded.”
Also part of the review were
Carado¢ North school on
Scotchmere Drive south of

Strathroy, Caradoc Central in
Mt. Brydges and Echo:Central
inGlencos. . .

With 112 pupils; Metcalfe-

was the sma]lest school under
review, said Langford, and
other schools need.costly
upgrading. - .

. “We feel that our children

~receive more individual atten-
.tion from their teachers and

learn ' well. because of it
Metcalfe’s most recent scores
on provincewide tests for
Grades 3 and 6 Were among

" -the highest in the board.”

The school is the hub of
the Cairngorm area, said
Langford. :

“It's a community resource
as well as a school, the only
one we have in the area.”

Angela Brodie, the mother
of two children who attend the
school and co-chairperson of
its home and school associa-
tion, echoed the view that the

school is the commuhityis:
“most important” resource,
There’s an exceptions
of co-operation betw
~parents, principal an:titgacgg.
ers at the school and “all:thes
kids know each other,” sheg=
said.’ i
If the school closes as sch
uled, some local childrep
will be bused for as long

90 minutes, twice a day; sheies,
Plans call for Metcalfe’ste:
students to be dispersed to theil::

. schools that remain opeit. ", .

That means some will be
schooled in portables, Lang--
ford said. . = ey, O

The closing of Metcalfe and-
Caradoc South will result in.
an increase in the cost of
busing, the building of ‘porta-
.bles and expansion of Caradoc
Central, said Langford.

Joe Matyas is a Free Press
reporter,




