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Once again, I have the pleasure of presenting a summary of the past year’s activities of the Executive Committee of the Community Schools Alliance. As has become our custom, this annual meeting is being conducted virtually to save time and to eliminate travel and accommodation costs.

For the third consecutive year, we were unsuccessful in attracting sufficient candidates for our Executive Committee to require an election although we do welcome a new member, Councillor Jean Coles of Middlesex Centre, who was acclaimed along with returning members Stephen Harvey, Stephanie Jaworski and Doug Reycraft. They will join Cathy Moore Coburn, Patricia Greig, Carol Lowery and Marcus Ryan. 

The committee met virtually twelve times during the year between October 30, 2024 and August 12, 2025. The committee is indebted to Barbara Pinnell, an administrator with the Municipality of Southwest Middlesex who, through a secondment agreement with her employer, provides sterling administrative support for the committee, including recording minutes, sending out calendar notifications and maintaining a mailing list of contacts within our municipal members. We appreciate the support of Southwest Middlesex in continuing the secondment agreement that has been in place since December 2021.

The committee agreed in October to contract with Redbrick Communications to develop a Strategic Communications Plan and ‘rebrand’ the Alliance. That led to a new logo and participation in municipal conferences to raise our profile. As a result, we had booths in the trade shows at ROMA in Toronto in January, at OSUM in Collingwood in late April and at AMO in Ottawa in August. We also will have a booth or table at the Ontario West Conference in London on October 17. The Executive Committee will need to have an early discussion and decision in the upcoming year on future participation in these conferences. 

The CSA chair also did a virtual presentation to a meeting of the FONOM directors in March and Carol Lowery attended the FONOM conference in Thunder Bay in May and shared background information with the delegates. 

Marcus Ryan has provided regular updates to the committee on the progress of a very exciting project proposed for Thamesford in Zorra Township. The municipal council, after considerable consultation with the community, has pitched a joint elementary school and recreation complex for the village. A funding announcement was recently made, and the project will proceed. It will represent the kind of collaboration between a school board and a municipality that the Alliance has promoted since its inception. 

The moratorium on accommodation reviews and school closures was implemented in 2017 after a raft of closures that saw 404 schools closed in a 10-year span. Many of those schools were closed despite the strenuous objections of municipal councils. While the moratorium remains in place, school board associations have been calling for its removal for years. The fact that five school boards have been replaced by a supervisor appointed by the Minister of Education due to ‘financial irregularities’ has generated great public discussion about the governance of education and renewed calls for removing the moratorium. 

The Community Schools Alliance was vigorously involved in the 2017-2018 review of the province’s Accommodation Review Guideline. That guideline lays out the process that must be followed if a board wishes to close a school. There is provision in that guideline for the municipal council to be informed and involved in the process. It will be important for municipal councils to be prepared to work with their communities to protect their schools if the moratorium is lifted. One of the goals of the Community Schools Alliance is to inform municipal councils of the process.

Finally, I again want to thank the members of the executive committee for their generosity with time and advice throughout the past year, especially those members and their spouses who helped out at the trade shows. 

Doug Reycraft
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